
8th Grade Memoirs- Student and Parent Info 

Over the course of the school year, all students on our team have completed pieces of personal writing to add to a 

collection to be assembled the last week(s) of the school year.  Some pieces have been printed and turned in.  Some 

pieces have been typed and are still hanging out in the 365 Cloud.  Some pieces have only been hand-written and may 

need to be typed/rewritten. Some pieces have yet to be written! (Yep, still writing this year!)  In order to remain 

organized, you will keep a chart detailing the pieces that may be included in your completed memoirs.   

All pieces will be assembled.  HOW/IN WHAT they are assembled is your decision.  It may be a 12x12 scrapbook.  It may 

be a binder with page protectors. It may be a stack of paper bound in cardstock.  This part is up to you (and your 

parents).  Decide on what supplies you will need and obtain them by May 1st. 

 Each written piece will be accompanied by meaningful artifacts. Photos and original artwork created/gathered and 

included will personalize each piece further and transform traditional classroom writing assignments into a truly 

published memoir.  Google images and hastily scribbled stick figures will not add depth to your project.  And likely, 

as you watch others become fully invested in this culminating activity, you will regret your apathy. 

 As you collect pieces, keep your tracking log up to date and keep them in a folder dedicated SOLELY to this project.  

If you are eager, you may begin assembling at home.  You will have some class time the last week or two to 

assemble your final book, but some may need to be done at home. 

 You MAY add anything else you’d like to your memoirs!  This is yours to keep.  Forever and ever and ever.  So, be 

sure you love it! 

 

Parents and Guardians, 

Your kids have spent much time this year reflecting on the individuals they are and the significant moments in their lives 

that have helped them to become those people.  They will (obviously) continue writing for the remainder of the school 

year and, in the last couple of weeks of school, will be organizing those written pieces into a meaningful collection of 

memoirs - hopefully full of photos and artifacts that represent the people, places, and events that have influenced them 

the most.  Many parents/guardians really enjoy the process of gathering artifacts with their kids! 

Here’s where you come in…before your middle schoolers head off to Plainfield South, JCA, Providence, or another high 

school, we’d like you to write them a letter of hope, encouragement, appreciation, memories, or whatever you’d like.  

This will be just one more important artifact that your child will add to his or her memoirs.  And hopefully, you’ll enjoy 

writing it as much as they enjoy reading it…. 

I would like these letters returned no later than May 11th in a sealed envelope. I will hang onto them until the day set 

aside to finish the “publishing” process by writing their memoir dedication letters. 

Thank you for all of your support this year, 

Jen Rossi 

Please sign and return to acknowledge that you have read and understand the requirements of this project.  

*In a nutshell, kids need to gather final draft writing and publishing supplies by May 1st. These supplies may not be used 

RIGHT ON May 1st, but they should be at the ready JUST IN CASE we get there by then.  

*Parents/Guardians are to write a letter to their children, place said letter in a sealed envelope, and hand the letter to 

child by May 11th.  

Student name:__________________________________  Signature:  __________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian name: ________________________________ Signature: _____________________________________  



Name: _______________________________________ 

MEMOIR CHECKLIST (TENTATIVE) 

Memoir Piece Current Status/Location Final Draft- check 
when done 

Gathered Artifacts- 
check when done 

8th grade Quick Write- First Day of School 
 

   

6 Things You Should Know 
 

   

My Name- “Salvador, Late or Early” 
 

   

Imagery Chart- “Some Pain is Orange” 
 

   

Personal Narrative- story of a family 
member 

   

Pocket Concrete Poem (8H)- “Contents of 
a Dead Man’s Pocket” 

   

Where I’m From poem (8R)- “An Hour 
with Abuelo” 
 

   

Invitation/Letter with footnotes- “Like 
the Sun”/”Open Window” (8H) 

   

Reflective Essay (8H)- “Upside/Winning 
Edge” 
 

   

Found Poem- “Travels with 
Charley”/Weather 

   

Steinbeck Memoir- (8H) (What does it 
mean to be an American?) 

   

Poem for Two Voices    

Hairs- “Caged Bird” and “Abuelito Who”- 
Maya Angelou/Sandra Cisneros 

   

Poem in my Pocket    

Blackout Poetry- “What does it mean to 
be an adult?” 
 

   

Bucket List    

Middle School Reflective Speech    

6 Word Memoir- Title    

Dedication Letter 
 

   

Letter from parents/family member    

    

    

MORE PIECES?  Add to the back… 


