
Context Clue Strategy Chart 
Strategy/Type of Clue Description Clue Words Example 

Definition The author gives a direct definition for an 
unknown word. 

Is, are, means, refers to Martha is a curator, a person who is 
responsible for looking after a 
museum’s collection. 

Synonym The author uses a word having the same or 
similar meaning as the word in question. 

Also, as, identical, like, likewise, resembling, 
same, similar, too 

Hurricane Katrina caused catastrophic, 
disastrous damage in Louisiana. 

Antonym The author uses another word or phrase 
that means the opposite of the word. 

But, however, in contrast, instead of, on the 
other hand, though, unlike 

I thought the company cruise would be 
awkward, but it turned out to be 
completely comfortable. 

Compare The author uses words and phrases that 
have same or similar meaning as the 
unfamiliar word. The author compares one 
thing to another. 

Similar to, like, too, as, in the same way My brother is enthralled by birds, 
similar to the way I am fascinated by 
insects. 

Contrast In contrast clues, the author uses words 
and phrases that mean the opposite of an 
unfamiliar word. The author contrasts two 
things. 

But, however, although, otherwise, unless, 
instead, on the contrary, on the other hand, 
while, never, no, not 

Mike’s parrot was loquacious, but 
Maria’s said very little. 

Cause and Effect The unknown word depends on the cause 
and effect relationship with the other 
word. 

As a result of, accordingly, because, 
consequently, for this reason, hence, if… 
then, since, so, therefore, thus 

Since no one came for the first staff 
meeting, attendance for the second 
one is mandatory for all staff. 

Example The author provides several words that are 
examples of an unfamiliar word. 

For example, for instance, including, like, 
such as, that is, specifically, to illustrate 

Piscatorial creatures, such as flounder, 
salmon, and trout, live in the coldest 
parts of the ocean. 

General 
Clues/Inferences 

The author gives non-specific clues to the 
meaning of an unfamiliar word. 

Look for clues within the sentence. The monkey’s vociferous chatter made 
me wish I had earplugs. 

Word 
Study/Etymology 

Learning about the “parts” of words to help 
you know the meaning of a word 

Prefixes, suffixes, root/base words… i.e. 
stems. 

The prefix “anti” means against. The 
word antibacterial means something 
that fights against bacteria. 

Experience When you use your past experiences or 
what you know about life to figure out the 
meaning of a word.  

Think about how you would feel or what 
you know to be true.  

When Mary’s dog died, she was filled 
with grief. 

Explanation The unknown word is explained within the 
sentence. 

Look for clues and explanations. The patient is so somnolent that she 
requires medication to help her stay 
awake for more than a short time. 

Other Sentences Often, there are clues in sentences before 
or after the sentence that contains an 
unknown word. Look around! 

Look for clues in the sentences preceding 
and following the one in which the 
unfamiliar word appears. 

The people were nomads. They moved 
from place to place, following the food 
and good weather. 

 


