
I can describe and assess 
processes used by a variety 
of groups during 
Reconstruction.

Was Reconstruction a 
Success?

Priority Standard – Critique deliberative 
processes used by a wide variety of groups in 
various settings.

I can describe the South during 
Reconstruction

I can identify various people and  
groups in the South and explain 
how each responded to 
Reconstruction.

I can summarize sharecropping 
and the cycle of “virtual slavery.”



During Reconstruction, Republicans(mostly from Northern 
states) dominated Southern politics and government.

The South During 
Reconstruction

Was Reconstruction a Success?

Republican support came 
from three different groups of  
people:

• African Americans

• White Southerners who 
supported Republican 
efforts

• White Northerners who 
moved to the South to 
support Reconstruction



African Americans played an important role in Reconstruction 
politics and government.

African Americans in Government

* As voters (a result of the 15th Amendment), the number of African 
Americans voting in elections guaranteed Republican victory in some 
Southern states.

Was Reconstruction a Success?

* In other Southern states, African Americans held important 
government positions.

* At the national level, 16 African Americans served in the House of 
Representatives and two African Americans would be voted to the 
Senate between 1869 and 1880.



African Americans played an important role in Reconstruction 
politics and government.

African Americans in Government

* Hiram Revels was elected to the U.S. Senate from 
Mississippi in 1870.
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* During the Civil War, he had recruited African 
Americans for the Union Army.

* Revels worked to find common ground between 
African Americans and white Southerners.

* Blanche K. Bruce was also a senator from Mississippi 
and was elected in 1874.

* Bruce  taught a school for African Americans in 
Missouri when the Civil War began.

* Bruce was concerned that the voice of African 
Americans in the South would always be threatened.



A number of white Southerners supported the Republican 
Reconstruction efforts.

Scalawags and Carpetbaggers

Was Reconstruction a Success?

* Southern business leaders who favored the Union, and Southern 
whites who had never owned slaves, backed Reconstruction.

* In the eyes of many former Confederates and slave-holding 
Southerners, these pro-Union southerners were viewed as traitors.

* Anyone favoring Republicans were given the name scalawag, a 
negative name meaning “scoundrel” or “worthless rascal.”



After the war, many Northern whites who supported Republicans 
moved to the South to help rebuild.

Scalawags and Carpetbaggers

Was Reconstruction a Success?

* Critics called these Northerners 
carpetbaggers because they arrived 
with all their belongings in cheap 
suitcases made of carpet fabric.

* Carpetbaggers earned the unfair 
reputation as being dishonest.  Most 
were not.  Many people simply came to 
the South looking to help and bring 
positive change.

* In addition to the discrimination towards scalawags and 
carpetbaggers, many Southerners accused Republicans governments of 
being corrupt, or dishonest.  This was far from the truth.



Resistance to Reconstruction

Was Reconstruction a Success?

Southern whites took steps to prevent African Americans from 
enjoying their protected, constitutional, rights.

* Business and store owners refused to give African Americans credit.  
Since most were recently freed enslaved people, they had no money.

* Finding a job to earn money was unsuccessful since most southerners 
would not hire African Americans.

* Ultimately, many African Americans (and poor whites) would turn to 
“sharecropping” to earn money.  However, as you will see later, this often 
became another form of slavery.

* Other white Southerners used fear and violence to keep African 
Americans in the South from enjoying their rights.



Resistance to Reconstruction

Was Reconstruction a Success?

Southern whites took steps to prevent African Americans from 
enjoying their protected, constitutional, rights.

* Members of the Ku Klux Klan, wearing white sheets and hoods to hide 
identities, terrorized Southern African Americans.

* Klan members, or “night riders,” killed THOUSANDS of African 
Americans and beat or abused several thousands more

* The Klan’s terrorism was also applied to 
sympathetic whites from the South and North.

* Teachers of Freedmen Schools (young women), 
anyone helping former slaves vote, get a job, etc. 
were also targets of the Ku Klux Klan.

* Many Southerners, especially white, wealthy 
planters and Democrats, supported the Klan.  These 
people felt they had the most to gain from white 
supremacy.



Education improved for both races in the South.  But farming 
continued to limit opportunities for African Americans.

* During Reconstruction, African Americans created their own schools.  
The Freedmen’s Bureau also helped spread education.

Education and Farming

*  By the 1870s, almost 50% of white children and 40% of African 
American children in the South were enrolled in schools created by 
Reconstruction governments.
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* Schools for special training were created in the South.  These 
academies eventually became a network of colleges and universities 
that include Fisk University in Tennessee and Morehouse College in 
Georgia.

* While opportunities increased, so did discrimination.  African 
Americans and whites were often separated into schools according to 
race.



Education improved for both races in the South.  But farming 
continued to limit opportunities for African Americans.

* Most freed people wanted land, but only some were able to purchase 
land to call their own.  Many failed to own any land at all.

Education and Farming

*  For the majority of African Americans in the South (as well as poor 
whites), the most common form of farming was “sharecropping.”
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Landowners gave land, seed, and tools in exchange for a share of the 
crop. The farmer (tenant) bought other supplies on credit.

Landowners sold the crop. 
The tenant got a share of 
the profit, minus what he 

owed for supplies.

Not surprisingly, most 
sharecroppers owed more than 

they earned.  When this 
happened, the cycle began again.



Education improved for both races in the South.  
But farming continued to limit opportunities for 
African Americans.

* As you can see, 
sharecropping was 
common 
throughout the 
South and 
included poor 
whites.

Education and Farming

* This cycle of debt was one way wealthy white Southerners were 
able to force African Americans to work in “virtual slavery.”

Was Reconstruction a Success?


