
I can describe and assess 
processes used by a variety 
of groups during 
Reconstruction.

Was Reconstruction a 
Success?

Priority Standard – Critique deliberative 
processes used by a wide variety of groups in 
various settings.

I can describe and provide 
examples of Black Codes and 
explain why they existed in the 
Reconstruction South.

I can identify and explain the 14th

and 15th Amendments.

I can summarize the Radical 
Republicans’ actions towards and 
impeachment of President 
Andrew Johnson



During the fall of 1865, 
Southern states created new 
governments based on Andrew 
Johnson’s “restoration” plan.

They also elected new 
representatives to Congress.

However, when these Southern 
representatives arrived in 
Washington, D.C., Congress 
refused to seat them.

The Radical Republicans 
refused to admit the Southern 
states on such easy terms.

African Americans’ Rights
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By early 1866, Southern states had passed black codes, or laws 
meant to control freed men and women (former enslaved people)

Black Codes

In reaction to new laws, Southern states allowed plantation owners to 
take advantage of African American workers.

The codes allowed officials to arrest and fine African Americans who did 
not have jobs.  The codes also banned African Americans from owning 
homes, renting farms, and other freedoms enjoyed by white 
southerners.

Many people viewed Black Codes as another form of slavery.

Congress quickly responded to the actions of the former Confederate 
States.
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Congress passed the Civil Rights Act of 1866.

Black Codes
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The Civil Rights Act of 1866 granted African Americans full citizenship 
and gave the federal government the power to protect the rights of 
African Americans.

The act also contradicted the Supreme Court’s decision against Dred 
Scott by declaring African Americans to be citizens of the U.S.

President Johnson, who did not believe in racial equality, quickly vetoed 
both bills, explaining that these bills were approved by a Congress that 
did not have full representation.

Radical Republicans had enough 
votes in Congress to override, or 
defeat the president’s vetoes and the 
bills became laws.

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=civil+rights+act+of+1866&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=7qZTWmfXuLVjnM&tbnid=4C9DN2uI774mLM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Frandomthoughtsonhistory.blogspot.com%2F2012%2F10%2Freconstruction-kentucky-judge-ignored.html&ei=Z1AnUdyrIuXE2gWX-oHwCg&bvm=bv.42768644,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNGaRNI6wbQCDaC6ChxIDkKs2_Zgjw&ust=1361617370316959


Radical Republicans feared that the Civil Rights Act would be 

declared unconstitutional and overturned in court.

The Fourteenth Amendment
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In order to guarantee the civil rights of African Americans, 
Congress acted to change the Constitution.

The 14th Amendment was enacted in 1868:
• It granted full citizenship to ALL (except Native Americans) 

people born in the United States, including African Americans.
• The amendment also states that EVERY citizen of the Untied 

States is entitled to “equal protection of the laws.”
• The right to life, liberty, and property could not be taken 

without due process of the law.

States that denied citizens these rights could lose representation 
in Congress. 



President Johnson was now powerless.  Republicans would 
have their way and Radical Reconstruction took effect.

The First Reconstruction Act of 1867 called for ten Southern 
states (that did not ratify the 14th Amendment) to create new 
governments.

Radical Reconstruction

The act divided the ten 
states into five districts run 
by military commanders.

The act also guaranteed 
African American men the 
right to vote.

To rejoin the Union, these 
states had to ratify the 14th

Amendment.
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Radical Republicans then moved quickly to limit the power of 
the President, who strongly opposed their actions.

Impeaching the President
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Congress passed the Tenure of Office Act, which prevented the 
President from removing government officials without the approval of 
the Senate.

Johnson did not flinch.  In August of 1867, Johnson suspended
(removed from office temporarily) Secretary of War Edwin Stanton.

Johnson also named people to government positions that he knew 
opposed Radical Reconstruction and would anger Congress.

Outraged by the President’s actions, the House of Representatives voted 
to impeach (formally charge with wrongdoing) Johnson.



Impeaching the President
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In 1868, the case went to the Supreme Court for a trial that lasted 
three months.

Johnson’s defenders claimed he was only doing what a president was 
supposed to do by vetoing laws he did not approve of.

They argued that Johnson was only being impeached because of 
politics, and not because he had committed a crime.

Johnson was found not 
guilty by ONE vote and 
remained in office.

Still, the President’s 
power was weakened 
even more.



The election of 1868 was just around the corner and Republicans 

would abandon Johnson in favor of a familiar name and war hero.

The Fifteenth Amendment

By the time the election occurred many Americans hoped Reconstruction 
was coming to an end.  The Republicans nominated Ulysses S. Grant for 
President.

Receiving most of the African American votes in the South, Grant 
cruised to an easy victory showing that voters still supported 
Reconstruction and wanted to see it continue.

In 1869, Radical Republicans in Congress passed the 15th Amendment 
and the right to vote for all men was protected, regardless of “race, 
color, or previous servitude.”

Many believed the right to vote would help African Americans protect 
themselves.  In the following years, they would be proven wrong.
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