
I can analyze and describe 
the powers of the President 
and Congress during 
Reconstruction.

Was Reconstruction a 
Success?

Priority Standard – Analyze and describe the 
powers and limits of government.

I can identify and describe three 
plans for Reconstruction.

I can identify the responsibilities 
of the Freedmen’s Bureau.



The Civil War has ended, 
Lincoln’s assassination has 
left the country in shock, and 
the difficult task of rebuilding 
the nation has just begun.

Reconstruction Debate

Problems facing the United 
States after the war:

Southern states that left the 
Union need to be readmitted, 
or brought back.

The economy and society of the South has been ruined and needs 
to be rebuilt.

Americans cannot agree on how to fix these problems.

This period of rebuilding the country after the Civil War is called 
“Reconstruction” Was Reconstruction a Success?



Before the war had even ended, President Lincoln had developed 
a plan for bringing Southern states back into the Union.

Lincoln’s Plan

In December, 1863, Lincoln proposed his “Ten Percent Plan.” Many agree this 
is when Reconstruction began.

President 
Lincoln’s plan

(known as the 
“10% Plan”)

• 10% of a state’s voters must swear loyalty to 
the U.S. 

• The state government MUST create a 
constitution that prohibits slavery.

• Very easy to accomplish, and a plan that does 
NOT hold a grudge.

Lincoln wanted neither side to have ill-will toward the 
other.  Once states agreed to this plan:
• That state could form a new state government.
• Former Confederates (in the army or government) 

would receive AMNESTY (forgiveness.)
• The state could rejoin the U.S.
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Some Republicans considered Lincoln’s plan too forgiving.  They 

favored a more RADICAL, or extreme approach to Reconstruction.

Radical 
Republicans

Led by Thaddeus 
Stephens, who 

wanted the South 
to pay for their 

actions.

• In July 1864, Congress passed the Wade-
Davis Bill (Q2):

• 50% of a state’s voters must swear loyalty to 
the U.S.

• NO AMNESTY given to people who had fought 
for or supported the Confederacy

• The new state constitution must prohibit 
slavery.

• Former Confederates could not vote.

Lincoln REFUSED to sign this bill since he believed it was too harsh, and 
punished the South too severely. (Q3)

Lincoln and Congress would have to find a compromise.

The Radicals’ Plan
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Before his death in 1865, BOTH President Lincoln and Congress 
agreed on one thing – helping those affected by the war.

The Freedmen’s Bureau was the result.

Under the program, a “freedman” was 
anyone affected by the destruction of the 
Civil War.

It’s primary goal is to help the recently 
freed African Americans in the South.

The Freedmen’s Bureau

The Freedmen’s Bureau also helped out
poor white southerners left homeless and 
unemployed by the war.  

The Bureau’s first duty was to provide emergency relief to people 
displaced by the war.  But it did much more…
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Before his death in 1865, BOTH President Lincoln and Congress 
agreed on one thing – helping those affected by the war.

The Freedmen’s Bureau
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Set up schools for ALL Americans, 
regardless of color.

It provided aid to new African 
American colleges such as Howard 
University and Fisk University.

Helped freedmen find jobs, food, & 
shelter.

The Bureau also fixed disputes between 
white Americans and freedmen.

It set up its own courts to deal with 
disputes caused by discrimination.



A month after the Freedmen’s Bureau was created, Lincoln was 

assassinated.  Vice President Andrew Johnson took over.

Johnson’s Plan

President 
Johnson’s plan
Johnson’s plan was a 
“blend” of Lincoln’s 

and the Radical 
Republicans.

• He called his plan “Restoration.”
• MOST Southerners would be granted amnesty 

once they pledged loyalty to the U.S.
• High-ranking Confederates would have to 

appeal directly to the President. (Q4)
• New states had to ratify (approve) the new 

13th Amendment, passed in January 1865
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• Johnson was from Tennessee, but he remained loyal to 
the United States when the war began.

• He wanted to embarrass the South – he felt that the 
Confederate govt. had lied to the people of the South.

• Still, he felt that “white men alone must manage the 
South.” He opposed equality for African Americans.(Q6)



A key part to part to Johnson’s restoration plan was ratification 

(or acceptance) of the 13th Amendment to the Constitution.

The 13th Amendment
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What it states:

Slavery is prohibited from 
existing in any part of the 
United States, except for 
punishment of crimes.

What it does:

It grants freedom to slaves in 
every part of the United 
States.  It finishes what 
Lincoln’s Emancipation 
Proclamation had begun.


