
NOW THAT IT’S OVER… 
DIRECTIONS:  Read the following stories from people affected by the Civil War.  Think of the problems each 

person or persons face.  Then, on a separate sheet of paper, write a few sentences that tells what they or 

others might do faced with each circumstance. 

1.  My family had always been well off.  We own a large plantation in Georgia and used to have forty slaves.  
Now, of course, we have none.  They’ve all been freed by Lincoln and the North.  And we have no more men to 
do the work around here.  My husband and two sons were killed in the war.  My third son may just as well 
have been.  He survived but lost an arm and a leg at Gettysburg, so he can’t very well work, either.  I just don’t 
know what we are going to do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  I’m pleased to be free and all; don’t get me wrong.  I just don’t know what to do now that I am free.  All I 
know is cotton.  I know how to plant it, farm it, pick it, that’s it.  That’s all I have ever done.  Now, I have no 
work, and I don’t have a home any more.  My family and I are living in the shack we had when we were slaves.  
If the Missus makes us move on, I don’t know where me and the family will go.  I need help! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  I know I’m one of the more lucky ones.  I own a factory in the North.  Before the war, we made farm tools, 
and I made a real good living.  During the war, we began making guns and bullets.  Sales were brisk, for sure, 
but now the government still owes me a bundle.  Who knows if it can or will pay?  I’m thinking about what to 
do now.  Should I go back to making tools?  Or should I try something different?  I’m trying to figure out where 
my future lies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4.  I know it was important to save the Union.  I voted for Lincoln and am sure glad we won and freed the 
slaves.  But now I’m worried.  The U.S. spent so much fighting the war.  Now the government just doesn’t have 
enough money.  But you know the president and Congress want to do all they can to get the South back on its 
feet.  But what are they going to do with it?  I pay high taxes already.  Now they’re just going to get higher! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Me and my family were poor white farmers before the war.  We just barely grew enough food to feed us all.  
Now, we are even poorer.  I’ve been off fighting with the Rebs for four years, the last two with hardly no pay at 
all.  I got no money.  Our house was burned when Sherman came through, and the cow we had is gone.  
Everything is gone.  I can’t afford to build again and I can’t afford to buy seeds to plant.  All I know how to do is 
farm.  What am I supposed to do? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.  As the new President of the United States, I feel I am fighting a losing battle now.  The government owes so 
much money, yet the needs are still so great.  I feel we owe it to the South to help them rebuild, and we owe it 
to the freed slaves to protect them, find them jobs, and give them homes.  We owe it to our southern brothers 
and sisters to welcome them back into the Union and treat them fairly.  But the task is so great, and there are 
so many with so little.  Where does one begin? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reconstruction tidbits… 

By some scholarly estimates, the 4 million men, women, and children emancipated from slavery in 1865 
represented some $4-6 billion in invested capital.19 

 
The first woman to be hanged by the U.S. government was Mary Surratt, for conspiracy in the Abraham Lincoln 
assassination.24 

 
The Freedmen's Bureau never had more than 1,000 agents working in the South, an area with a population of 
some twelve million people.26 

 
Historian Eric Foner has noted that every U.S. Census from 1880-1940 counted more white than black 
sharecroppers, but a far higher percentage of black farmers rented land rather than owned it.27 

 
The Fourteenth Amendment introduced the adjective "male" into the U.S. Constitution for the first time.28 

 
Once three-fourths of all states had ratified the Thirteenth Amendment, the rest did not have to ratify it, 
although they did have to follow it. Mississippi did not formally ratify the Thirteenth until 1995!29 

 

Life expectancy for white males in 1870: 44.1 years.  Life expectancy for white females in 1870: 46.4 years2 

 
Estimated average life expectancy at birth for African Americans during the entire nineteenth century: 33.7 
years for both sexes3 

 
African American population of the United States in 1860, as a percentage of the total population: 14.1% 
 
Percentage of the African American population of the United States in 1860 that lived in the South: more than 
90%5 

 
Percentage of Americans living in farming areas in 1860: more than 80%.  Percentage of Americans living in 
farming areas today: fewer than 3%.7 

 
Population growth of Chicago between 1850 and 1860: 375%.   
 
Number of rail lines that terminated in Chicago in 1860: 15.10  Miles of railroad track laid in the United States by 
1860: 30,000. 
 
Passenger travel time from New York City to Cincinnati in 1800: three weeks…in 1830: one week…in 1860: two 
days11 

 
Number of Confederate soldiers killed during the Civil War: 260,000 
Number of Union soldiers killed during the Civil War: 360,000 
 
Confederate soldiers killed, as a percentage of the South's total white male population: more than 20%.13 
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