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Mr. Daniel Madigan 
Email: dmadigan@psd202.org 
Room 137 
Phone: 815-439-7092, ext. 5106 
 
Course Description:   
 
“Most of us spend too much time on the last twenty-four hours and too little on the last six thousand years.” 

   -Will Durant, American historian and philosopher 
 

“History is a vast early warning system.” 
     -Norman Cousins, American author and world peace advocate 

 
“A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture is like a tree without roots.” 

   -Marcus Garvey, Jamaican political leader 

 
I know what some of you are thinking, “Why do we need to know this?  We’re just studying dead people!  
None of this stuff happens today!” 
 
I get it and I was once like many of you.  History is about people and events but trust me, there is nothing more 
interesting than studying other people, living in a different time, and living under different circumstances.  
Some of you are the first in your family to be born in the 21st Century (you can truthfully say, your parents 
were born LAST century!).  You are the kids of the new millennium.  Everything you do becomes history and 
will one day be studied by your descendents.  You, like those who came before you, are creating a story that 
can only be understood decades from now.   
 
What will that story be? 
 
That’s how I approach my class.  I will tell you stories and, if you concentrate, you will learn from them.  My job 
is to help you identify with the people in the story, whether they are struggling to cross the Plains, crossing an 
icy river to escape slavery, or looking across a battlefield of a major war only to see their brother looking back 
at them.  As the great American author, Stephen Ambrose said, “What happened?  Who made it happen?  
What are the results today?  Where do we need to go?  It is through history that we learn who we are and how 
we got that way, why and how we changed, why the good sometimes (won) and sometimes did not.” 
 
You will work hard in this class.  I expect you to be at your best every day, not because I’m mean, but because I 
know you can and you will be proud of yourself when the year ends.  We will laugh and we will be very serious.  
You will have rough days but hopefully there will be many more fun days.  Your success depends largely on 
you, but I will help you, as will your parents and friends.  Together, your 8th grade year will be one to 
remember. 
 
 
 
Students, parents, and guardians, please read the following information that should be helpful to you as we 
go through the year. 
 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/w/willdurant387240.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/n/normancous101517.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/marcusgarv365148.html


Contact Information:  If you should ever have a question, a concern, please do not hesitate to contact me.  The 
best way to do so is through email at dmadigan@psd202.org .  This allows me to respond from school or 
home, at any time during the day, without making you wait while I find a grade or check for work.  If you email 
me, I promise you I will respond within 24 hours.  Often times, I will get back to you before the end day, and I 
usually check email in the evening, so any homework concerns may be taken care of before the next morning.  
I may not always have the answer when I do get back to you, but I will let you know what the plan is.  If you 
need to call me, you can reach me here at school.  Please understand, most phone calls will go directly to voice 
mail since I am probably teaching, at lunch, or not at school.  You can expect me to be here between 7:30AM 
and 3:30 PM, but I’m usually here by 7AM and I don’t leave until closer to 4 PM. 
 
Required Materials 

 Notebook – A nice big, fat one!  Along with a pen or pencil, this is the most important item to have 
with you each day. 

 Pens or pencils – I prefer you use pen.  It looks so grown-up! 

 Folder - You will be getting many handouts and readings, not to mention you will need a place to save 
work that is handed back to you. 

 Textbook – I will have classroom sets of the textbook to be used in class.  There are a small number of 
copies that can be lent out to students, but the textbook is always available online.  You should EXPECT 
to be using it constantly.  Make sure you can access it electronically. 

The website for your textbook is the same as last year – www.pearsonsuccessnet.com 
Your username is  
Your password is  

 
Just how will I do awesome in this class? (Grades and Grading Scale) 

 Practice (homework, exit slips, etc.) – 10% 

 Skill Assessment (quizzes, group work, in-class stuff) – 40% 

 Content Mastery (Outcome Assessments, essays, projects) – 50% 
 
The grading scale looks like this: 
 100% -90% ------ A 
 89% - 80% ------- B 
 79% - 70% ------- C 
 69% - 60% ------- D 
 59% or less ------ F 
 
There will be 1 to 3 Outcome Assessments per quarter, as you will see later in the schedule.  You are required 
to earn a grade of 70% or greater in order to pass the test.  Failing to achieve a 70% may require a retake or 
other work to be completed.  In any case, the original score will be entered into the gradebook and will not be 
changed. 
 
Late and Missing Assignments:  In order to be successful, you must complete work in an efficient and timely 
manner.  Material handed out to you will help you understand the concepts we are studying.  It will help you 
learn and prepare for the Outcome Assessments.  You are encouraged to complete this work on time.  ALL 
WORK IS EXPECTED TO BE COMPLETED.  Work not handed in on the due date will be recorded as “NHI” in the 
gradebook and count as a zero.  When the work is handed in, a grade will be entered in the gradebook.   If a 
student is falling too far behind in their work, they may be required to stay after school and attend a 
homework session to catch up.  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dmadigan@psd202.org
http://www.pearsonsuccessnet.com/


EXPECTED BEHAVIOR 
This is 8th Grade.  Like Gen. Dwight Eisenhower said to his troops the night before D-Day, “you are about to 
embark upon the Great Crusade, toward which we have striven these many months.  The eyes of the world are 
upon you.”  That’s probably a little dramatic for this year, I know, but there’s some truth in his words.  It IS 8th 
grade and you’ve been working for this for quite some time since the day you walked in as tiny 6th graders.  
The world may not be watching you, but your parents are.  You can bet that your teachers are watching you.  
As crazy as it may seem today, the HIGH SCHOOL is keeping an eye on you! And like it or not, the 6th and 7th 
graders are watching you as well.  Respect me and respect your peers.  Don’t pass notes, talk when someone 
else is speaking, do homework from another class, or sleep.  Leave your phones in your lockers, save the 
crossword or Sudoku for lunch and focus on what is going around you in class.  It’s a lot more fun that way. 
 
What follows are just a few more guidelines for you to think about before we get the year started. 
 
Starting Class:  When you enter the classroom, you will be expected to be prepared for that day.  Look at the 
board for a short assignment that you will have a few minutes to complete.  If no assignment is posted, you are 
expected to be quiet and ready to begin when the bell rings.  This is what I consider “on time.”  Walking in as 
the bell is ringing is considered late. 
 
Leaving class:  Class time is work time.  You need to decide how important it is to leave class.  Yes, going to the 
washroom or nurse is usually a good reason, but don’t abuse the privilege.  You will need your agenda book 
any time you leave the classroom and you must sign out before you may use a pass.  If you do not have an 
agenda book, you may not be given permission to leave.  Emergencies do not count.  Abuse of this policy may 
result in the loss of the privilege, a detention being issued, or other consequence.   
 
 If you feel sick or other, excuse yourself immediately.  We’ll take care of a pass to the nurse when you return. 
 
Tardies:  I ask that you make every effort to be on time to class.  I promise you that I will be fair if 
circumstances arise that are out of your control.  If you are tardy to class, be respectful of other people.  Being 
tardy to class without an excuse is disruptive and disrespectful to those already working.  Too many tardies 
may result in a detention or other consequences. 
 
Absences:  For every class you are absent, you will have that many classes to make up work that is missed.  
Work that is due on a day you are absent will be expected to be turned in when you return.  It is your 
responsibility to make up any assignments you may have missed.  You may check with a classmate or me to 
find out what you may have missed.  Look at the website and don’t be afraid to email me.  You can do work 
while sitting on the couch rather than watching episodes of “Maury” or “The People’s Court.” 
 
Cheating:  Cheating is not acceptable and will not be tolerated.  Plagiarism (using someone else’s words or 
ideas as your own without giving credit) is considered a form of cheating.  If you are caught cheating, I will talk 
with you and consequences will be explained at that time.  A detention may be issued and may not be the only 
consequence.  Consequences will be based on a case-by-case basis and may include, but are not limited to, 
office referrals, a grade of zero, a re-do of the assignment with an average score given, etc.  There is a fine line 
between “working together” and copying someone’s work.  If it feels like someone else is doing the work for 
you, then that’s probably true.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UNITS OF STUDY 
 
Western Exploration – The expedition of Lewis and Clark will be a major focus of this unit with emphasis on the 
locations, places, and regions explored by them, as well as others, such as Zebulon Pike.  Interaction between the 
United States and the Native Americans will be studied, especially as the end of the unit focuses on the War of 
1812. 
 
Manifest Destiny and Territorial Expansion –   The main focus of this unit will be on the expansion of the United 
States from 13 states east of the Mississippi River to a country that truly stretched from “sea to shining sea.”  
The settlers who ventured west, the routes they took, and their outcomes will be covered.  The causes of the 
War with Mexico and methods of acquisition of other territories will also be a topic covered in this unit. 
 
North and South Before the Civil War – Beginning around 1820 and up to the beginning of the Civil War, the 
major topics of this unit will be the differences between the North and South, why those differences came 
between the two regions, and the people and events that led to the creation of the Confederacy and the 
beginning of the Civil War.  
 
The Civil War – America’s darkest days and its finest moments will be covered in the largest unit of the year.  
Students will be analyzing the wartime societies of the Union and Confederacy as well as the people who led, 
fought, and contributed to the causes of the Union, states’ rights, and the freedom of all people.  Major events 
of the Civil War such as Gettysburg, the Emancipation Proclamation, and “total war” will be studied as well. 
 
Reconstruction – Focus will be on the decade that followed the Civil War.  Repairing the nation, granting rights 
to freedmen, and reestablishing the role of the government will be the general topics covered.  An emphasis on 
the changing face of discrimination in a postwar South will be examined as well. 
 
Closing of the American Frontier – Focus turns back to the western United States as the population spreads to 
the Pacific Ocean.  Conflicts with Native Americans and the ensuing discrimination toward Native Americans will 
be reviewed as will the people and the myth of the “Wild West.” 
 
The Industrial Revolution and Reform Movements – The, inventions, and technological advancements made 
during the last decades of the 19th Century will be a major focus of this unit.  The impact the Industrial 
Revolution had on groups of people will be studied as well, specifically the changing role of women and children. 
 
Immigration and the Reform Movements – As the United States enters the 20th Century, the first waves of 
immigrants come to America.  The specific groups of immigrants, the major entry points to the U.S., and the 
results of the first mixing of cultures will be topics of study in this unit. 
 
*** I absolutely believe that every student in my class can be very successful.  I believe some of you may 
actually have fun along the way!  It is my job to help you achieve that high level of success and I have no doubt 
that you will enjoy your year in class.   
 I expect you to learn.  Learning means understood, committed to memory, yeah--learned.  Personally, I 
worry about classes you can pass in the last week of a quarter or by rushing to turn in poor-quality work.  I 
cringe at people who feel doing an average job should be given an above-average reward.   

Whenever you have a question or need to discuss something, please come and talk to me first, or talk 
to another team teacher.  Often times, worries can be taken care of without grades being affected or 
detentions being given.  I will always listen to your side of the story and I will always be respectful of your 
concerns.  I will be as fair as possible.  Please understand, I may not agree with you, you may not agree with 
me, and fair does not mean equal.  Above all, remember these three things: 
 

Do Right.  Do Your Best.  What you do matters. 
  



 

 


